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Online prostitution refers to soliciting sexual acts through the Internet. The Internet can 
be used for prostitution in two ways. One involves using the Internet to facilitate commu-
nication between those seeking the services of prostitutes. The second uses the Internet for 
electronic communications and websites to facilitate meetings. It is this second form that 
involves fraudulent activities. One type of fraud occurs when a “date” is scheduled, with 
a required deposit prior to the arranged meeting. The website obtains the “customer’s” 
credit card information, but the services are never provided.175

Cyberstalking
The term stalking has been in use since the early 1990s to describe a victim being 
harassed or physically threatened. Prior to this time, a victim of such harassment was 
informed that nothing could be done to the perpetrator until he or she made a physical 
attempt that threatened the victim’s safety or well-being.176 After five women were mur-
dered by stalkers, California became the first state in the United States to criminalize this 
behavior.177 These statutes, however, did not foresee how stalking behavior would emerge 
within cyberspace.

Florida statute explicitly defines cyberstalking as a

means to engage in a course of conduct to communicate, or to cause to be com-
municated, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail 
or electronic communication, directed at a specific person, causing substantial 
emotional distress to that person and serving no legitimate purpose.178
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